CHAPTER VI
COMPLETING HIS MILITARY TRAINING
Surrey was given opportunity to add to his military training
in 1543 by the agreeing of Henry VIII and Charles V to join
forces in a war against France. Negotiations to this end had
been undertaken in February, but several months passed be-
fore the two monarchs could come to terms. In May, however,
a secret treaty between them was ratified.1 Charles was to in-
vade France early the next year, while Henry bound himself
to assist the Emperor with a body of at least 10,000 men. On
22 June an English-Spanish joint intimation of war was given
to the French Ambassador.
Seeking to benefit themselves at the expense of Francis,
Henry and Charles were to join their military forces. But their
objectives were not the same, and neither was interested in
furthering the other's ends. Although Scotland's power had
not been entirely overthrown, Solway Moss had greatly les-
sened her military strength. Henry VIII wanted to keep
France from helping Scotland stave off the growing possibility
of union with England. Charles wished to force Francis to give
up his claim to Milan and to stop Francis from upholding the
German princes in their resistance to Imperial demands.
Henry VIIFs impending need of military leaders seems to
have guided his treatment of the Howards throughout the
year, This need may explain the mildness of the punishment
which the Privy Council meted out to Surrey for his pranks
in the streets of London. At the ceremony of Henry VIII's
marriage to Catherine Parr on 12 July, Surrey was, however,
assigned no official duties. A Tudor could not be too lenient.
The greater part of the summer of 1543, therefore, Surrey
spent in the country, at Framlingham and at Norwich. Al-
though he visited the Court at intervals, he probably devoted
1 Hemy VUTs oath to this treaty was the "notarial instrument" which Surrey
witnessed on 27 May; L. & P., XVm, i, 603.